
 

 

January 5, 2021 
 
Dear CCSD Families and Community Members: 
 
As we begin a new calendar year we are also preparing for the start of the second semester of the 
2020-2021 school year.  Thursday, January 14, 2021 is the official end date for our first semester 
and there will be no school on Friday, January 15, 2021 for our teacher work day.  
 
On Friday, December 11, Governor Dunleavy released his FY 22 budget proposal (July 1, 2021 
– June 30, 2022).  By statute, the Governor must submit his proposed budget for the upcoming 
fiscal year by December 15th.  The Governor’s proposed budget provides full funding to the 
Base Student Allocation (BSA) for K-12 schools; this is a huge win.  Given the current economic 
context, having the Governor propose no cuts to public education provides a strong starting point 
for public education as the legislative session is set to begin on January 19th. Governor 
Dunleavy’s proposed budget will be transmitted to the legislature for the House and Senate to 
work through the process.  Unfortunately, the Governor’s budget allocated $0 for the Department 
of Education and Early Development’s (DEED) Major Maintenance grant fund.  As a reminder, 
CCSD submitted a grant application to DEED’s Major Maintenance Grant fund earlier this 
school year.  CCSD’s Craig Middle School ADA and Security Improvements project is ranked 
#2 out of 108 grant applications.  For our project to be funded the legislature would need to 
appropriate $10,606,197 to DEED’s Major Maintenance Grant Fund which would cover the 
costs for the top two projects. This will be a steep climb; however, it isn’t insurmountable.  
CCSD’s work during the upcoming legislative session will center on two areas:  
 

1. Advocating for the Governor’s proposed K-12 public education budget, and 
2. Advocating for the Legislature to allocate funds for DEED’s Major Maintenance Grant 

fund.   

During the spring semester, CCSD will also begin the process of determining our budget for the 
2021-2022 school year.  As noted in previous communications, growing the district’s enrollment 
continues to be a primary focus for the district to help offset the annual increases to our 
expenditures due to inflation.   CCSD’s enrollment grew 55%; from 565 students during the 
2019-2020 school year to 876 students during the 2020-2021 school.  All of this growth was 
encapsulated within our PACE Homeschool program.  This enrollment growth was beyond our 
expectations and was due in large part to the COVID-19 pandemic and many families statewide 
wanting to provide a stronger sense of instructional stability for their students.  As CCSD 
prepares for our budgetary process this spring, it is difficult to predict what our enrollment might 
look like next year.  We are anticipating that some of our increased enrollment will return to their 
community based schools next year as the COVID-19 pandemic stabilizes.  It is extremely 
difficult to predict how many.  However, CCSD will continue to actively market our PACE 
Homeschool program statewide, highlighting the choices parents have in developing their 
student’s individualized learning plan and the strong customer service platform that CCSD 
provides our students and families enrolled in each of our buildings and programs.  CCSD’s goal 



 

 

is to provide our island and statewide communities as many viable options as possible to develop 
the best learning plan for each student we are privileged to serve.     
 
In closing, thank you for sharing your child(ren) with CCSD.  Our students are a valuable 
resource to our community and state; it is a privilege to help shape our state’s future on a daily 
basis.  If there is any additional information I can provide about any of the items noted in this 
letter or any other district initiative, please contact me at the phone number above or the email 
address below.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Chris Reitan, CCSD Superintendent       
Email: creitan@craigschools.com 
 


